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U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY NEWS RELEASE 

 
Manatee Subspecies Genetically Confirmed, But Diversity Challenge Looms: Two Belize Populations 

Offer Opportunity in a Desert of Genetic Diversity! 
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Manatee captures and tagging in Alabama waters 

! P19.7I!81I1/=!G'&'D!VV$%!95/5:9<459/!<>33:2>9:=56!O.=4!$5:!=>!$4>95!833.:7<5D!$5:!_>936!;93:76>D!

:76!=45!L7.Q59/.=?!>W!JK!=>!<:0=195!:76!=:I!=4955!N:7:=55/!.7!V>2.35!Y:?B!!K><:=56!2?!:59.:3!/5:9<4D!=O>!

:7.N:3/!O595!<:0=1956!.7!P>I!A.Q59D!:76!>75!O:/!<:0=1956!.7!=45!V>2.35)C57/:O!A.Q59!P53=:B!!833!=4955!

N:7:=55/!O595!N:35/!.7!I>>6!<>76.=.>7D!:76!:33!O595!=:II56!O.=4!\H$!/:=533.=5!=535N5=9?!=:I/B!833!=4955!=:II56!

N:7:=55/!95N:.7!.7!7>9=4597!V>2.35!Y:?!:76!=45!P53=:D!W556.7I!>7!:^1:=.<!Q5I5=:=.>7!/1<4!:/!VallisneriaD!

NajasD!:76!MyriophyllumD!O4.<4!:95!:2176:7=!.7!=45!:95:B!!Y?!=9:<].7I!:76!N>7.=>9.7I!=45/5!:7.N:3/D!VV$%!./!

<>335<=.7I!6:=:!>7!254:Q.>9D!4:2.=:=!1/5D!:76!N>Q5N57=!0:==597/!O.=4.7!83:2:N:D!:/!O533!:/!3:9I5)/<:35!/5:/>7:3!

N.I9:=.>7!=.N.7I!:76!6.95<=.>7B!

! VV$%!4:/!:3/>!<>7=.7156!N>7.=>9.7I!=O>!N:7:=55/!=:II56!.7!83:2:N:!.7!G'',!"lY1N0?l!:76!

lY:N:l-B!!C45/5!=O>!N:7:=55/!=9:Q5356!W9>N!8K!=>!=45!@9?/=:3!A.Q59D!JK!:95:!.7!W:33!G'',!:76!650:9=56!=4>/5!

O.7=59.7I!I9>176/!.7!3:=5!/09.7I!G'&'B!!Y>=4!N:7:=55/!95/.656!.7!80:3:<4.<>3:D!JK!W>9!N>/=!>W!/1NN59!G'&'!

25W>95!Y:N:!3>/=!459!=:I!"M13?-!:76!Y1N0?!29.5W3?!95=19756!=>!8K!"3:=5!$50=5N259-B!!_4.35!.7!80:3:<4.<>3:D!

Y1N0?!O:/!W95^157=3?!W>176!.7!09>[.N.=?!=>!N:7:=55/!=:II56!2?!=45!L$\$!$.957.:!H9>`5<=!.7!JKB!

! !

 



(=>?@?AB)"C4)<D) ) 5M)))))))) )))))),FGCH?>)EI5I)
!

Passive acoustic monitoring in Alabama 
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Deepwater Horizon response in Alabama 
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One manatee captured in Dog River in August 2010 sports his new accessories – belt, tether, and GPS 

tag.  Photo credit: JoAnn Mitchell 
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Tagged manatee “Bama” checks out the MMSN researchers in Apalachicola, FL, in May 2010.  Photo 

credit: Katie Interlichia 
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Dental microwear of modern and fossil sirenia reflects changes in the physical environment in the 

neogene of Florida. 
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