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For more information, contact Jessica Koelsch

(727) 424-9957

jkoelsch@sea2shore.org

RIGHT WHALE FESTIVAL CELEBRATES JACKSONVILLE’S UNIQUE CONNECTION TO A CRITICALLY ENDANGERED SPECIES

SARASOTA, Fla. – Jacksonville Beach will host the second annual Right Whale Festival from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday, Nov. 20, 2010, at the Sea Walk Pavilion. The festival is free to the public and has something for everyone with fun kids’ activities, a beach cleanup, live music, food vendors, a silent auction benefiting the 2011 Right Whale Festival, a 5K/2.5K run/walk and booths and displays to educate and inspire the community about right whales and their fragile ocean environment. This year’s event sponsors include Sea to Shore Alliance, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institution and the Protect Florida’s Whales specialty license plate.  

The waters off north Florida and south Georgia are the only known right whale calving grounds in the southeastern U.S. Every winter, right whales migrate south along the U.S. east coast to give birth and nurture their calves in the warm coastal waters off Jacksonville before returning to their feeding grounds off Cape Cod and the Bay of Fundy in April. Right whales face constant threats, including boat collisions and fishing gear entanglement, from sharing their coastal home with humans. With fewer than 350 of these gentle giants remaining, education serves as a critical component to ensuring their survival for generations to come. 

Right Whale Festival Schedule of Events:

9 a.m. 



Beach cleanup (meet at lifeguard station south of pavilion)

10 a.m.

Festival opens

10:30 a.m. & 1:30 p.m. 
Live children’s music with Saltwater Cowgirls

11 a.m. 


5K/2.5K beach run/walk

Noon & 2:30 p.m.

Live music with Split Tone

1 p.m. 



Steel drum demonstration

2 p.m. 



Live music with Victoria Zarlenga

For more information about the second annual Right Whale Festival, including a complete list of sponsors, please visit www.rightwhalefestival.org. To register for the 5K/2.5K run/walk, please visit www.performancemultisports.com/rightwhale5k.htm.

Sea to Shore Alliance (Sea2Shore) is a 501(c)(3) dedicated to conserving our coastal environments for the endangered species and human livelihoods that depend on them. Based in Sarasota, Fla., Sea2Shore was founded in 2008 as a partnership of scientists and citizen volunteers with the expertise, passion, and vision to help reverse the degradation of our aquatic coastal environment and loss of species diversity. Sea2Shore is mission focused with four full time biologists working on issues ranging from the disappearance of manatees’ warm water sanctuaries to beach illumination hotspots that imperil hatching sea turtles. For more information about Sea2Shore, visit www.sea2shore.org.
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